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Lord Ebury

FOREWORD

Holy Trinity Church was built on the old turnpike road from Harrow to Rickmansworth,
(one of the toll gates being at “The Gate” public house,) and was known in 1854 as the
“Church in the Meadows”. Before the arrival of the railway in 1887, Northwood was a
collection of large farms and labourer’s cottages, criss-crossed by lanes and bridle ways.
The names of such farms remain: Eastbury Farm, Park Farm, Kewferry Farm and Kiln Farm,
recalling the days when the trade was primarily hay and livestock.

Driving down the hill today you may still be struck by this beautiful building with its three
symmetrical gables and low, squat tower, and simple Early English decorated style. The flint
stones are reminiscent of many Norfolk or Sussex Churches, and many were supplied by
the Hon. Victoria Grosvenor, a daughter of the first patron, Lord Ebury, who delivered them
in her pony and trap. She was instrumental in building our great musical tradition, as she
was an accomplished organist who also ran the choir.

When Lord Robert Grosvenor, late 1st Baron Ebury (1801-93) endowed the Church, the
parish had just 300 people. He was a Liberal politician and social reformer, who sponsored
such bills as the Ten Hours Bill, restricting child labour in factories. He was also an earnest
evangelical, who frequently opened Moor Park house and grounds to groups of local
people. His slightly severe and over-serious portrait now hangs by the Organ pipes near
the North Door. In fact he was renowned for his generous hospitality.
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On the night the Church was consecrated on January 5th 1854, a great blizzard meant that
110 men had to sweep the surrounding lanes to keep them clear, The Bishop of London,
Charles Blomfield, had arrived from the train at Watford, the evening before, but several
clergy had to be dug out of the snow by the hardy labourers. They were rewarded with a
great dinner in the Mansion later that evening. A full account of that eventful night can be
found at the back of this booklet. (appendix 5)

The Church was sited conveniently close to Moor Park, whose employees formed a
substantial part of the congregation. As 11 0’clock struck, Lord Ebury would rise from his
pew to survey the congregation, to check that all his staff were present. The Vicar was then
invited back for lunch to discuss the sermon. Lord Ebury’s life spanned almost all the
nineteenth century, and his grave lies just beyond the south wall of his beloved Church, next
to his devout wife Lady Charlotte.

After the arrival of the railway, in the 1880s Northwood began to be a focus for new
housing and development. Holy Trinity was extended twice, first in 1895 when the North
Aisle was built and then in 1927 when the South Aisle, Lady Chapel and Baptistry were
added, reflecting the growth in numbers. A second parish was also created with the
building of a “tin Church” in the centre of town. In 1903 Emmanuel - our “daughter Church”
was completed to serve the community east of the railway line.

This living, expanding, developing building speaks of the faith of those who for over 150
years have worshipped here. Their faith has been like the flintstones which form the outer
fabric of the building, together giving strength to the vision and beauty of this house of
prayer. Mission has always been central: in 1885, for example, a successful mission was held
by one Revd Mr.D’Arcy, and always the Church was filled, helped by Miss Victoria who
collected parishioners in her pony and trap. This was an era of outings to the seaside, or
Moor Park picnics, of steady and continued growth.

There are even hints of the origins of our present Youth Minister. In 1863, someone was
appointed to keep order amongst the boys in the west end of the Church, at an annual cost
of £1 a year! Although the number of children has ebbed and flowed over the years, the
close connection with Holy Trinity School, built in 1861, and the extension of our own
buildings to include a church hall in 1970/1, have meant that Church and young people’s
experiences have been closely intertwined. Today the buildings house a range of activities,
from after-school clubs, youth groups, to a Trinity Music Society and of course our own
Junior Church on Sunday mornings.

Above all else we are a community Church. We have been built by and extended by the
community, and members of the community of past saints surround us in the graveyard
and the Garden of Remembrance which was created in the 1980s The community has
gathered here for worship and for joy and grief. Its sons are remembered on our war
memorials, and many of those were active members of our Church. Babies have been
brought here for generations for baptism and we are privileged to be a place where people
come to say goodbye to their loved ones at times of loss.

We continue to grow, to develop, with the life of Holy Trinity strengthened by relationships
of love and commitment and a desire to worship within the fine musical tradition of our
Church. We are the living stones which, like the flintstones that protect our walls and give
them strength, are being built into a Holy Temple of the Lord.

Rev. Peter Baron (Vicar)



GUIDE

glthough the main doorway to Holy Trinity is on the South side, leading from the
Rickmansworth Road, we shall begin our tour at the North door, as most people enter
by this door from the car park.

As we enter the building, the TRANSEPT and central AISLE are well lit by a large double
window on the south wall in front of us, so it is quite hard to envisage the much darker,
smaller church which was the original Holy Trinity.

To our left, on the wall by the Organ pipes, is a small portrait of Lord Robert Grosvenor,
Later 1st. Baron Ebury, without whom, Holy Trinity would not have been built. It was
his endowment and enthusiasm which led to the consecration of Holy Trinity on
January 5th 1854 (see appendix 5)

At this time, Northwood stood at the upper edge of the Parish of Ruislip. It was an area
of small farms, mainly producing hay for the many horses which kept London on the
move. Housing was scattered from Batchworth in the North to the slightly larger
settlement where Northwood town is today. For the farming folk of Northwood, it was
a three mile walk to the Parish Church at Ruislip. Lord Robert was determined that
there should be a place of worship for them, not too far distant from his home at Moor
Park.

If you stand at the centre of the TRANSEPT, just in front of the CHANCEL steps and
look away from the ALTAR towards the back of the church, you are standing at the
heart of the original building. It was built for a congregation of about 300 and the
architect was Mr Samuel Sanders Teulon and the style of building was Early Decorated.

Where there are now columns on each side of the central pews, there were once the
walls of the Church. The Church was shorter than the present building, finishing just
beyond the fifth columns. There was no BAPTISTRY at the end of the AISLE and there
were only five stained glass windows! (see appendix)

If you turn to face the ALTAR there are several differences from the earliest Church. The
PULPIT was originally where the Eagle LECTERN now stands, the organ console was
at first beneath the organ pipes, the earlier choir stalls were smaller and the east
window was about eighteen inches (45cm) lower than now. You can see that it does
not seem to fit the wall around it evenly. There was altogether a much more
claustrophobic feel about the building, heightened by there being two more pews just
in front of the existing rows.

When built, the Church was quite adequate for a Parish of about 300 people and in
1861, the Church School was built, on land just to the east of the Church yard, reflecting
the need to educate the young of the new parish. It consisted of one large room and
a smaller room for the infants.

However during the 1880s the Metropolitan Railway came through Northwood,
arriving in 1887 and the rapid train service to the City of London led to the area
developing as an early suburb. Consequently the population of the Parish increased
and the first extension was planned in 1893.



This first extension was the AISLE and
seating on the North side and
increased the capacity of the Church
by 117. It took less than eighteen
months to raise the money for the
building and it was consecrated on
12th October 1895. The cost was
£1065. The Architects were Messrs.
Fassnidge of Uxbridge.

Northwood continued to grow
rapidly and the Church soon became
surrounded by housing. Only thirty
years later the building needed to be
enlarged again and in 1927, at a cost of
£8000, a new south aisle and the
BAPTISTRY were added. In order that
the Church should continue to
appear in proportion, it was
lengthened by fifteen feet (4.5m) at
the West end and completed by the
alcove which is the Baptistry
surrounding the FONT. The Architect
was Charles Weymouth.

Further building work took place in 1934 when the two vestries were added, enclosing
the tower on all sides.

The final building work on the Church was the raising and replacing of the East
window. The old window had been partially obscured by the REREDOS behind the
ALTAR and an opportunity to raise it came when, in 1935, Mrs A M Rich donated a new
window as a thankoffering after recovering from a serious illness. As our Church is
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, the window represents the worship of The Trinity by the
Holy Church. (A fuller description may be found in appendix 3). This is a fine example
of the many gifts from parishioners, made to the Church which continue to enhance
the surroundings of those who worship here.

From the Transept make your way up the low Chancel steps towards the Altar.



THE CHANCEL

mhe CHANCEL and the East end of the building contain many features worth a closer

look. Behind the ALTAR table is a beautifully carved marble and stone screen called the
REREDOS. This was part of the original building and was designed by the architect of
the Church, Samuel Sanders Teulon. It is intricately carved with emblems of the
Passion and Death of Christ, and to either side can be seen carvings of leaves, flowers
and fruits. (see appendix)

To the right of the Altar, beneath the empty window tracery of an original Church
window, may be seen a tablet recording the destruction of the reredos of St Paul’s
Cathedral, on the night of 9th/10th October 1940. Cecil Walker, the Vicar of Holy
Trinity at that time, was a Prebendary of St. Paul’s and he was given a piece of the
destroyed reredos to display in the church.

The brass Altar rail, with its simple columns and floral design dates from 1854 and the
beautifully embroidered kneelers are another example of the many gifts from
parishioners being given in memory of Arthur Fawssett (Church Warden) in 1988 by
his wife and were worked by four lady members of the parish.

The High Altar itself, is a relatively new addition, being consecrated by the Bishop of
Willesden in 1962, in memory of Michael Robert Redman Harper, who at a young age,
was killed in a flying accident.

There is a large marble memorial tablet on the North wall of the Chancel, with a long
inscription dedicated to the memory of Victor Albert Ludovick, the son of Sir Robert
Morier, sometime British Ambassador to Russia. (See appendix)

The tablet above the vestry door commemorates the life and work of the Revd. Henry
Bethune Sands, the first incumbent of Holy Trinity.

Within the Chancel are the Choir and clergy stalls, and the organ.
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The original organ and console were on the North side, where the present organ pipes
are sited. This first organ was replaced in 1897 by the “Jubilee Organ” which, like its
predecessor, was a pneumatic tracker action hand pumped organ. This must have
provided strenuous work for someone during the hymns!

A brass dedication plate has been preserved on the pipe casing and reads:

“Erected by the congregation of Holy Trinity, Northwood in commemoration of the
Sixtieth year of Queen Victoria’s reign. Opened on the National Thanksgiving Day,
June 20th, 1897

The organ was completely overhauled in 1910, in memory of the late King Edward VII
by J.W Walker and Son.

In 1953 there was a dramatic change when the console and the action were replaced
by an all electric action. The pipes of the Jubilee Organ were retained, added to and re-
installed in their present position and a new console placed across the chancel on the
south side. The new organ was dedicated by the Bishop of Willesden on 23rd February
1953, when the eminent organist, Dr George Thalben Ball gave a recital.

Not long after the re-siting of the organ came the final change of appearance for the
Chancel. New choir and clergy stalls were designed by Alan Durst in 1957, and
dedicated by The Bishop of London. The carvings on the ends of the stalls represent
Prayer, Praise and Harmony. (see appendix)

It seems impossible now to believe that when these designs were first introduced,
they caused great dissension in the church, so much so that one of the churchwardens
threatened to resign! However today, with the maturing of the wood, they provide an
important and much loved feature of the chancel.

As you leave the Chancel and re-enter the NAVE you can see that it is separated from
the North and South Aisles by arcades (Arches) on either side. You may notice that
although the arches on each side are similar in size, they are not identical. When the
south aisle was added, in 1927, after great debate and difference of opinion, it was
decided to build the new pillars in a style appropriate to the time, rather than to match
them to the 1895 pattern. Only the final two pillars on the north aisle were matched to
the earlier ones with the extension of the nave westward.
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THE NAVE

@here are six, two-centred arches in each arcade, each with moulded corbels
supporting the HAMMER BEAM roof.

The PULPIT, now on the south side of
the nave, was moved from the north
side when the north aisle was built. It is
polygonal in shape and has a stepped
plinth with a panel at the front from
which projects an Angel, holding a
scroll. Below is deeply incised carved
decoration of vines and grapes, similar
to that behind the altar. Similar carving
occurs round the top of the pulpit
which is completed by a more recent
addition of a moulded oak cornice
upon which stands the brass reading
desk with its fretted floral design.

The hand rail to the steps was given by Mrs Hugh Weeks in 1961, in memory of her
husband Captain Hugh Wallace Weeks, USAF.

The brass lectern in the form of an eagle,
which stands on the north side of the nave,
on the former site of the pulpit was made by
Church Furnishers Ltd., of Whitechapel, in
1922.

It is a war memorial and was given as such,
after the 1914-18 war by the children of the
church and church school, who contributed
half their pocket money each week!

Very few of the pews date from 1854. It is
thought that those on the south side of the
central aisle, extending to the cross aisle to
the south door, are all that remain from the
original church building. The others have
been inserted at later times to match the
earlier pattern.
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